INTER-UNIVERSITY NATIONAL YOUTH FESTIVAL 2012
The 27th Inter-University National Youth Festival hosted by Rashtrasant Tukadoji Maharaj Nagpur University, sponsored by Ministry of Youth Affairs & Sports, Govt of India and  Association of Indian Universities (AIU) was inaugurated at the hands of noted television and film actress Pratiksha Lonkar on 22nd January 2012. Dr Pankaj Chande, President of AIU and Vice-Chancellor of Kavikulguru Kalidas Sankrit University, was  Chief Guest on the occasion. 
Prof A D N Bajpai, Secretary General, AIU and Vice- Chancellor of Himachal University was the Guest of Honour while Dr Vilas Sapkal, Vice-Chancellor of RTMNU presided over the function. Mr Sampson David, Dy Secretary, AIU; Dr S Pari Parameswaran; AIU Observer and Director of Youth Welfare Department, Madurai Kamaraj University also graced the function. Dr Baban Taywade, Member of Management Council, RTMNU; Dr Mahesh Kumar Yenkie, Registrar of RTMNU; Dr Arun Patil, Director of Students' Welfare, RTMNU and Mr Umakant Balle, President of RTMNU Students' Council also shared the dais. 
Addressing the audience, Dr Chande, in his message laid emphasis on the importance of youth Cultural Activities for holistic development of youth.   Dr Sapkal, Vice Chancellor, welcomed the contingents of various Universities to Nagpur. Dr Bajpai also lauded role of AIU Youth Programmes being organized by AIU nationwide for the welfare of Youth.
The top two groups in Music, theatre, Dance, Literary Events, and Fine Arts, selected from Inter-University Zonal Cultural Festivals from North South, East and West Zones showcased their performances.
Dr Vasantrao Deshpande Hall reverberated with the sounds and tunes of folk music from different parts of India as eight of  the best teams vied for the top honours in the Folk Orchestra event.   The packed hall was treated to a rich fare with performers picking a wide range of percussion, string and wind instruments, some of which have been used in the villages for hundreds of years. The hard work and multiple rehearsals that went behind the performances were evident from the sheer quality.  The team from Tezpur, for example, enthralled listeners with melodious use of traditional instruments such as the `Gogona’ a bamboo wind instrument used in the famous Bihu dance. The Kerala group set foots tapping with 'Panchvadya' - a set of instruments mostly made of bamboo. 
The rich Rajasthani heritage was brought alive by Banasthali University with Nagada, Dholak and Matka played to the earthy tunes of' Kesariya Balam Padharo Mhare Des…' Dholak, Dhol and Violin were also used to great effect by the team from Manipur. 



During the event of Folk Dance, sheer energy, athleticism, synchronization and timing of each performance was breath-taking.
The Thougal Jagoi (offering dance) presented by Manipur University is a traditional folk dance form performed by men and women to please the gods and goddess for prosperity and growth.  Thougal Jogaii is offered before the deities of the community or locality and also the forest deities for their blessings for prosperous future.  The offerings are also made to ward off evils that may befall the individual and the community.
The dance is performed generally during Lai Haroaba (pleasing the gods) festival.  The young dancers did a splendid job bringing out the earthy folk culture through their performance.
Bangalore University presented various facets of old folk forms of Karnataka.  The Pattada Kunitha is an important dance performed in the annual village festival where it is called Hura Habba.  Devotees of Maramma Devi perform it to impress the goddess to give them a good yield every year.  They also did the Kamasale which is a unique folk art form.  The origin of the brass instruments is trced back to the mythologival periods.  It is a rhythm instrument played in pairs.
In the Punja Kunitha, the dancers became devotees of the goddess.  It is believed that her idol in the temple comes to life with this dance. Nandi Kolu Kunitha's specialty was that the dancers carried long sticks called Nani Kolu  and dance in various formations.  They also did the Soma Chomana Kunitha also called the  Mask dance. 
The Bhangra is essence of the culture of Punjab. It stands for the energy, the joy and the care- free nature of the hardy and large hearted people of the state.  Although in modern times the  beat-based dance has been subjected to the malady of remix, it traditionally draws from tribal and regional dances of Punjab such as Sammi, Luddi, Dhamal, Sayal Kotia and Jindua. 
In the performance, the Banasthali University dancers, each balancing a flaming stack of four earthen pots on their head portrayed a scene before the marriage ceremony when they expressed their happiness through the medium of birds.  Banaras Hindu University present the Jhijhia folk dance which is traditionally performed  in Mirzapur region of Uttar Pradesh and some areas of Bihar.  It was performed by the team of girls with earthen pots with oil lamps inside on their head. The perforated pots glowed beautifully like chimneys. The dancers then  performed some difficult choreographed manoeuvres. In the, Bhojpuri song the dancers pleaded with their husbands to buy them finery like lehenga and chunri and items of jewellery like choodi, angoothi and payal. 
Like classical singers, the instrumentalists, too expresses themselves beautifully through their music.  The students came from all over India to Nagpur to participate in the Inter University National Youth Festival.  Rohan Naidu of Pt Ravishankar Shukla University, Raipur played the violin and presented rag-pardeep, while Shrijit of Kerala University played the Caranatic violin and Mridangam and showcased rag Bilhari in adital.  The audience were mesmerized with the first two performances. 
Similarly, variety of events in the domain of Music, Dance, Fine Arts, Theatre and Literary Activities were organized simultaneously.  The youngsters got themselves engaged in the late evenings by forming small groups and participating in impromptu cultural events.
As a prelude to the grand finale of the National Youth Festival, all the participants and contingent members were invited to witness and participate in the Republic Day Programme as hosted by RTM University Nagpur.  After the formal address by the Vice Chancellor, the selected participants presented a grand show before the invited spectators.  Subsequently, a Cultural Rally was taken out in the city which concluded at the main venue of the valedictory function.  Dr P T Chande, Hon’ble President, AIU was the Chief Guest of the occasion while Shri Ravinder Singhal, IPS, Director of South Central Zone Cultural Centre was the Guest of Honour.  Among the various speakers, student of Solapur University and the Team Manager of Dr H S Gaur University Sagar, Dr Rakesh Soni also addressed the audience.  Dr Chande in his address exhorted the participants to participate in various AIU cultural and youth activities with a positive and constructive attitude towards social and national development. Mr Sampson David congratulated the winning teams of various events.  This followed with the announcement of the results of various events by Dr Arun Patil, Coordinator of the Youth Festival.  The Overall Championship was shared by University of Mumbai and Guru Nanak Dev University, Amritsar; while University of Kerala was awarded the Runners up Overall Championship.









FINAL RESULTS
Category- Music
Name of the Event
1) Classical Vocal Solo (Hindustani/Karnatak)
1st Mumbai Univ
2nd Benaras Hindu Univ
3rd Vidyasagar Univ
4th Bharatidasan Univ
2) Classical Instrumental Solo (Percussion-Tal Vadya)
1st Punjab Technical Univ (Jallandhar)
2nd Indira Kala Sangeet Vishwa Vidyalaya Khairagarh
3rd Mahatma Gandhi Univ Kottayam
4th Shivaji Univ. Kolhapur
3) Classical Instrumental Solo (Non-Percussion-Swar Vadya)
1st Pt. Ravishankar Shukla Univ Raipur
2nd Gujarat Univ Ahmedabad
3rd University of Kerala
4th RTM Nagpur Univ
4) Light Vocal (Indian)
1st Vidyasagar Univ
2nd Amrita Vishwavidyalaya
3rd Shri Shankaracharya Univ
4th Mumbai Univ
5) Western Vocal (Solo)
1st Lovely Professional Univ (Phagwara)
2nd Mumbai Univ & SNDT Womens Univ
3rd University of Kerala & Bangalore Univ
4th GURU NANAK DEV UNIV Amritsar
Spl. Appreciation- Vishwabharati Univ
6) Group Song (Indian)
1st SNDT Womens Univ Mumbai
2nd Banasthali Univ Rajasthan
3rd GURU NANAK DEV UNIV Amritsar
4th Lovely Professional Univ (Phagwara)
7) Group Song (Western)
1st Mumbai Univ & Bangalore Univ
2nd SNDT Womens Univ
3rd Calicut Univ & Lovely Professional Univ
4th Benaras Hindu Univ & Kurukshetra Univ, Kurukshetra 
8) Folk Orchestra
1st Lovely Professional Univ (Phagwara)
2nd Mumbai Univ & Acharya Nagarjuna Univ
3rd Tezpur Univ & Univ of Kerala
4th Banasthali Univ & Kurukshetra Univ
Category- Theatre
Name of the Event
1) One Act Play
1st GURU NANAK DEV UNIV Amritsar
2nd Mangalore Univ
3rd Kerala Univ
4th SNDT Womens Univ
2) Skit
1st Univ of Kerala
2nd HS Gaur Univ, Sagar
3rd SRT Univ Nanded
4th Manipur Univ
3) Mime
1st Mahatma Gandhi Univ, Kottayam
2nd Punjab Agricultural Univ, Ludhiana
3rd Shivaji Univ Kolhapur & GURU NANAK DEV UNIV Univ Amritsar
4) Mimicry
1st Univ of Calicut
2nd Banasthali Univ
3rd Vinoba Bhave Univ
4th MD Univ Rohtak
Category- Fine Arts
Name of the Event
1) On the Spot Painting
1st Univ of Kerala
2nd GURU NANAK DEV UNIV Amritsar & RabindraBharati Univ
3rd MG Univ Kottayam & Dr. B. R. Ambedkar Marathwada Univ Aurangabad
4th Panjab Univ Chandigarh
2) Collage
1st Dr. B. R. Ambedkar Marathwada Univ Aurangabad
2nd University of Kerala & Benaras Hindu Univ
3rd GURU NANAK DEV UNIV Amritsar & Potti Sriramulu Univ Hyderabad
4th MD Univ Rohtak
3) Poster Making
1st MD Univ Rohtak
2nd S.V. Univ Tirupati & Dr. B. R. Ambedkar Marathwada Univ Aurangabad
3rd Vidyasagar Univ & Univ of Kalyani
4th GURU NANAK DEV UNIV Amritsar
4) Clay Modelling
1st Dr. B. R. Ambedkar Marathwada Univ Aurangabad
2nd Bundelkhand Univ Jhansi
3rd GURU NANAK DEV UNIV Amritsar & Benaras Hindu Univ
4th Calicut Univ & Bhavnagar Univ
5) Cartooning
1st SV Univ Tirupati
2nd GURU NANAK DEV UNIV Amritsar 
3rd Karnataka Univ Dharwad
4th Panjab Univ Chandigarh
6) Rangoli
1st Dr. B. R. Ambedkar Univ. Agra
2nd Univ of Mumbai & Benaras Hindu Univ
3rd Univ of Mysore & Rani Durgavati Univ Jabalpur
4th GURU NANAK DEV UNIV Amritsar & Pt. Ravishankar Shukla Univ, Raipur
7) Photography
1st Jammu Univ
2nd Mahatma Gandhi Univ Kottayam
3rd Gulbarga Univ, ML Sukhadia Univ Udaipur, & Tezpur Univ
4th Utkal Univ



Category- Dance
Name of the Event
1) Folk/Tribal Dance
1st Bharatidasan Univ
2nd Punjab Technical Univ Jallandhar
3rd Bangalore Univ & MDU Rohtak & Benaras Hindu Univ
4th Manipur Univ & Sant Gadge Baba Univ Amaravati & Banasthali Univ
2) Classical Dance (Indian)
1st Mahatma Gandhi Univ Kottayam
2nd Rabindra Bharati Univ
3rd Lovely Professional Univ & Mumbai Univ
4th Tezpur Univ & Mangalore Univ & Sant Gadgebaba Univ Amaravati
Category- Literary
Name of the Event
1) Quiz
1st Univ of Mumbai
2nd Jadhavpur Univ
3rd Tezpur Univ
4th Aligarh Muslim Univ

2) Elocution
1st DAVV Indore
2nd Jammu Univ
3rd GURU NANAK DEV UNIV Amritsar
4th Solapur Univ
3) Debate
1st Jai Narayan Vyas Univ. Jodhpur
2nd DAVV Indore
3rd GURU NANAK DEV UNIV Amritsar & Kashmir Univ
4th Jadhavpur Univ

Overall Championship
1st Position Shared by Guru Nanak Dev Univ. Amritsar & University of Mumbai

Runners Up- University of Kerala


